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Friday 8th October saw the children of West Park put aside their daily lessons as we came together to 

celebrate Black History Month. Each class has discovered more about the lives of some fascinating 

people in our history, trying to discover what they had done in their life to make them significant 

within History. We created a timeline of their lives and presented our work both with our own classes 

and then with the rest of the school during assemblies.  

 

Reception have put on their dancing shoes and danced along to 

the music of Duke Ellington. They have learnt about jazz and 

some famous jazz musicians from the book ‘This Jazz Man’ by 

Karen Ehrhardt. 
 

Year 1 have learnt about Rosa Parks and her bravery at standing up for equality.  

Year 2 have quite literally stepped into Sir Mo Farah’s shoes and explored what it 

would have been like to run great distances. Good news – year 2 all won gold! 

They then started to explore what Sir Mo’s life was like before he became the 

great athlete we all know about today.  

Year 3 have learnt about the short but significant life of Walter Tull who 

was the first black outfield football player, he played for Clapton FC, 

Tottenham Hotspur and Northampton. He also went on to serve in the first 

world war, becoming the first ever black officer.  

Year 4 have also learnt about a sporting hero – Jesse Owens. Jesse Owens 

significantly competed in the 1936 Olympics, frustrating Hitler by achieving 4 

Olympic gold medals.  

Year 5 have 

reached for the stars, learning about 

Katherine Johnson, a great 

mathematician, and her role at 

NASA. Did you know that she was influential in the moon landing?  

 Last but by no means least, Year 6 have learnt about Amanda Gorman, 

who recently wrote and read her poem ‘Climb the Hill’ at President Biden’s 

inauguration. Year 6 thought about other inspirational people. 

 

at West Park  
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Books we have read this half term in school: 

 

 

 

 

 

Complete a book review for your class. Hand it into your teacher to add to your new book area 

Ask   

Ask your child about 

the books they have 

read this half term 

 

Does your child 

have a book to read 

for enjoyment? 

 

Book Recommendation 

I recommend ___________________________  

by ______________________________________ 

because___________________________________ 
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Priorities in English this year 
Reading for Pleasure Handwriting 

- This term, all classrooms have new 
book areas. 

- Each classroom has brand new books 
for children to enjoy. 

- We also borrow books from 
Wolverhampton library services that 
children can borrow to read at 
home. 

- Our own fantastic library is open at 
lunchtimes for children to borrow 
books too. 

Because of Covid lockdowns, children’s 

handwriting quality has dipped. To help this 

term: 

- Children have daily handwriting lessons. 
- Virtual handwriting lessons are available 

on class pages so you can practice at 
home. 

- This half term we have focused on the 
long ladder family. 

l t I u j y 
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 COVID 19 - PLEASE CONTINUE TO KEEP 

EVERYONE SAFE 

A vital thing that EVERYONE can do is get a vaccine when they 
are offered. This will support safety for the whole community. For 
more useful facts and  to dispel myths about vaccinations look  
here: Covid-19 Vaccine | City Of Wolverhampton Council 

Government Covid roadmap  

https://www.wolverhampton.gov.uk/coronavi

rus-advice-and-information/covid-alert  

Your best way to keep yourself and family 

healthy is to get a vaccine/booster. Details 

of walk in clinics are here: 

Walk-in vaccinations | City Of Wolverhampton 

Council 

Please have a safe school break everyone 

Safeguarding concerns?  
Remember that safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility – for adults as well 
as children. If you are concerned about any families or neighbours over the 
Easter holiday, then call the police on 101 or social care on 01902 555392. 

There is a lot of useful information on the following links: 

www.wolverhamptonsafeguarding.org.uk 

https://www.westparkprimaryschool.co.uk/safeguarding 

 

 

Governing Body parent vacancies 

There are currently vacancies on the Governing 
Body for parents or carers of children currently at 

West Park Primary. If you have an interest in 
education, or particular skills e.g. finance, then 

please email 

:westparkprimaryschool@wolverhampton.go
v.uk 

CHILDREN’S HEALTH AND WELL 
BEING 

In a survey at the end of the 
summer term, we asked children a 
range of questions. 

Good news 

More than 90% love being 
physically active in school and 
have lots of opportunites for this – 
we have bought lots of resources 
to help this, and employ sports 
coaches too! 

Most older children also say they 
brush their teeth twice aday. 

Bad news 

A quarter of children in the school 
say they have never been to a 
dentist. Please arrange this for 
your child. I have asked the school 
nurse to provide a list of NHS 
dentists and will share this ASAP. 
Less than half of children in 
reception, years 1 and 2 said they 
brushed their teeth twice a day. 

Only 37% said they ate 5 protions 
of fruit a day. Can you help your 
child eat more? We will look at 
these areas next half term. 

 

 

 

https://www.wolverhampton.gov.uk/coronavirus-advice-and-information/vaccine
https://www.wolverhampton.gov.uk/coronavirus-advice-and-information/covid-alert
https://www.wolverhampton.gov.uk/coronavirus-advice-and-information/covid-alert
https://www.wolverhampton.gov.uk/coronavirus-advice-and-information/vaccine/walk-in-vaccinations?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.wolverhampton.gov.uk/coronavirus-advice-and-information/vaccine/walk-in-vaccinations?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.wolverhamptonsafeguarding.org.uk/
https://www.westparkprimaryschool.co.uk/safeguarding
mailto:westparkprimaryschool@wolverhampton.gov.uk
mailto:westparkprimaryschool@wolverhampton.gov.uk
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Speak out. Stay safe. parents/carers letter 

 

      22nd October 2021 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

RE: NSPCC’s Speak out. Stay safe. online programme 

I am pleased to tell you that this term we will be participating in the NSPCC’s Speak out. Stay 

safe. online programme. This consists of an online assembly and supporting classroom based 

activities. Speak out. Stay safe. is a safeguarding programme available to all primary schools in the 

UK and Channel Islands. It aims to help children understand abuse in all its forms and to recognise 

the signs of abuse in a child friendly way. Children are taught to speak out if they are worried, either 

to a trusted adult or Childline. 

In the online assembly, the Speak out. Stay safe. messages are delivered in a fun and interactive 

way with the help of their mascot Buddy as well as special guest appearances from Ant and Dec. 

We have studied the content of the materials and are extremely confident that they are appropriate 

for primary-school-aged children. By the end of the programme, we’re convinced children will feel 

empowered – knowing how they can speak out and stay safe.  

 

If you would like to know more about the Speak out. Stay safe. programme you can find information 

on the NSPCC website www.nspcc.org.uk/speakout or I would be happy to discuss any questions 

that you may have. 

 

Adapted assembly for home use 

The NSPCC has also developed an adapted version of their assembly for parents/carers to use at 

home with their children.  This can be found here: www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-

safe/support-for-parents/safety.  With the help of celebrities, the film focuses on how a child can get 

support if they have any worries or concerns. 

 

To complement the assembly, there are some resources that can be used to enable further 

discussion whilst doing activities with your children.  These are hosted on the NSPCC website 

www.nspcc.org.uk/activities.   

 

Childline Under 12’s Website 

Childline also have a website with age appropriate advice for primary school children on topics such 

as bullying.  It also has games and other interactive tools. Your child can visit it at 

www.childline.org.uk/kids. 

If you’d like to know more about the NSPCC’s work, or take a look at the wide range of information 

and advice which is available for parents and carers, please visit their website 

www.nspcc.org.uk/parents. 

 

Talking PANTS with your children 

Talk PANTS is a simple conversation to help keep your child safe from sexual abuse. From P through 

to S, each letter of PANTS provides a simple but valuable rule that can help keep your child safe. 

You can find out more and download the free resources at www.nspcc.org.uk/pants.  

Penguin and Ladybird have partnered with the NSPCC to create a brand new Pantosaurus book 

aimed at children ages 4 - 8. You can find copies of the new book on sale, either in Matalan’s 

selected stores and online, selected SPAR stores or at https://shop.nspcc.org.uk/. All profits 

from the sale of this book will support the NSPCC. 

Support the NSPCC 

http://www.nspcc.org.uk/speakout
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/safety
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/safety
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/activities
http://www.childline.org.uk/kids
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/parents
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/pants
https://shop.nspcc.org.uk/


Respect – Aspiration – Resilience - Integrity              Newsletter Autumn 1 2021  
 

 

 

West Park Primary School 01902 558238 Headteacher Briony Jones Page 6 
 
 

 

The NSPCC’s Walk for Children event in December is another exciting way to get involved and helps 

make sure we are always there for children https://www.nspcc.org.uk/support-us/events-

fundraising/runs-cycles-challenges-walks-treks/charity-challenges/walk-for-children/. 

You may also be interested in the NSPCC’s new selection of BUDDY goodies available from the 

NSPCC shop at https://shop.nspcc.org.uk/collections/buddy which make perfect gifts for children - 

and all profits go to help keep children safe. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/support-us/events-fundraising/runs-cycles-challenges-walks-treks/charity-challenges/walk-for-children/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/support-us/events-fundraising/runs-cycles-challenges-walks-treks/charity-challenges/walk-for-children/
https://shop.nspcc.org.uk/collections/buddy
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Dates 

Half term – school is closed from Monday 25th to 
Friday 29th October  

Monday 1st November – staff training on maths 

Tuesday 2nd November – children back in school 

During the first two weeks of November, all children 
in the school will have a one to one learning 
conference with their teacher 

Friday 5th November – year 5 classes visit to The 
Black Country Living Museum, and year 6JP visit to 
the Wolverhampton Art Gallery 

Monday 8th November – year 4 visit to the 
Wolverhampton Art Gallery 

Monday 15th November – school photographs 

Tuesday 23rd November – pantomime in school for 
years 3, 4, 5 and 6 

Friday 17th December – school closes at 3pm for the 
Christmas holidays 

Tuesday 4th January 2022 – school is closed for 
staff training 

Wednesday 5th January 2022  – School reopens to 
children for the spring term 

Please look at the school website for other dates. 

Calendar | West Park Primary (westparkprimaryschool.co.uk) 

The City of Wolverhampton website also has the term dates for 

the next three years. 

School term dates | City Of Wolverhampton Council 

________________________________ 

 
 

 

 
Eco Council 

This year West Park has set its own ECO-
COMMITTEE, over the course of the school 
year we will be taking part in a variety of 
green projects organised by the children of 
our school. 
The first phase of our plans will be looking 
at litter, bio-diversity and our own school 
grounds - particularly our outdoor learning 
environments. 
 

School Council 
The West Park School Council has been in 
session and has already decided on the first 
charity we will be supporting this academic 
year. On FRIDAY 19TH NOVEMBER we will 
be supporting Children In Need. That day 
will be an own-clothes/odd-socks day, with 
a recommended donation of £1 per family 
to support this great cause. 

 
 

 

 

https://www.westparkprimaryschool.co.uk/calendar
https://www.wolverhampton.gov.uk/education-and-schools/school-term-dates
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Maths News  

Welcome to West Parks first instalment of maths updates this year; a place to share events and celebrate the maths that is 

happening in our school.  At West Park we are developing children as mathematicians by developing skills that will help 

children for the rest of their lives.  We follow a Mastery approach to mathematics, which means our children develop a deep 

and secure understanding of the maths skills they are learning relevant to their age and year group.  

The Maths News will also share family puzzles, useful websites, and Times Tables Rock Star (TTRS) events as we move into 

next half term.   

Please visit our school website – West Park Primary School – to post your answers and see the solution to the problems below.  

Solutions will be posted after half term and will appear on the Maths curriculum page. 

EYFS and 

KS1

 

 

KS2 

 

 

 

In year KS1 this half term children have been working hard on developing their 

understanding of number and place value.  This is what learning looked like 

using our mastery approach to mathematics. 

 

 

 

Maths Website to 

support parents 

 

Oxford Owl includes a range of activities, 

top tips and eBooks to help your child 

with their maths at home. https:// 

home.oxfordowl.co.uk/ maths/ 

A reminder that all KS1 and KS2 children 

should have their TTRS login details so 

should be practicing their times tables 

every day. 

Early Years and KS1 children should have 

their Numbots login details so should be 

practicing number skills daily. 


