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Reading Comprehension



Reading at West Park

• Within our English lessons we generally follow a 10 day cycle within text 
types. 

• Included within the 10 day cycle are a couple of days dedicated to Guided 
Reading. 

• Children are split into ability based groups and explore a text together with 
an adult. The text will always follow the same style of the text type that we 
will be writing the following week. 

• Following on from reading and exploring the text together, the children are 
given opportunities to demonstrate their understanding of what they have 
read by completing comprehension activities. 

• Alongside Guided Reading we also hear the children read their home 
reading book weekly. 



Reading Domains

• Reading comprehension can be challenging because there are many 
elements that make up understanding of the text. 

• At West Park we have broken down these elements and grouped 
them together into reading domains, which we will explore together 
today.



Key Stage 1 reading domains:



Key Stage 2 Reading domains:



1a - Vocabulary

• Sometimes not being familiar with the vocabulary used in a text can 
be a barrier to understanding the book – especially if the book is non-
fiction and the vocabulary used is subject specific. 

• Before or during each guided reading session children have an 
opportunity to unpick the language in their book, looking at 
unfamiliar words and what they could mean. 



1a - Vocabulary

• Strategies to support this:
• Put words into context – can we work out from the whole sentence what an 

unfamiliar word might mean?

• Match definitions and words – what definition might belong to this word?

• West Park Target Sheet: 



1a - Vocabulary

• Examples of questions:
• What does this… word tell you about…character/ setting/mood?

• Find a word that means …. 

• In the story, 'x' is mentioned a lot. Why? 

• The writer uses words like … to describe …. What does this tell you about a 
character or setting?

• What other words/phrases could the author have used instead of …?

• The writer uses …words/phrases…to describe … How does this make you feel? 

• How has the writer made you and/or character feel …happy 
/sad/angry/frustrated/lonely/bitter etc.? Can you find those words? 

• Which words and /or phrases make you think/feel…?



1b - retrieval
• In Year 2 and 6 the 

children have a Reading 
paper as part of their 
SATs tests, and a large 
percentage of marks 
comes from retrieval, so 
retrieval – finding 
information from a text 
is a crucial skill to 
develop, and it is the 
one we spend the most 
time developing.  



1b -retrieval



1b – retrieval

• A useful strategy to use, especially at the start of the retrieval journey, 
is to look for key words in the question that are likely to be repeated 
in the text. At the beginning of the year we spent a while picking out 
key words in questions that we could look for in the text. We then 
read the sentence that contained the key word to help us to find the 
answers. 



For example:



• This is part that we are trying to develop more. As the children have 
read more in school – both home reading and guided reading, and as 
their abilities in reading have developed children are able to access a 
wider range of texts. As they do this, we try and encourage the 
children to make links to the book they are currently reading to other 
texts. 

• This is something that you can be developing at home too. 
• Eg. Books set in Africa links back to Handa’s Surprise that we read in school. 
• Jack and the Beanstalk – do you know any other books with giants in them?



Example questions
• Where/when does the story take place?

• What did s/he/it look like?

• Who was s/he/it? 

• Where did s/he/it live?

• Who are the characters in the book? 

• Where in the book would you find…? 

• What do you think is happening here? 

• What happened in the story? 

• What might this mean?

• Which part of the story best describes the setting? 

• Find, it. Prove it.

• How do the title/contents page/chapter headings/glossary/index… help me find information in 
this book? 

• Which part of the text should I use to find…?

• Why has the author organised the information like this?



1c - sequencing

• Sequencing (putting events in order) can often seem straight forward. To 
begin with we put sentences or pictures into order by cutting them out and 
sticking them in the right order.

• However SATs style questions include put these sentences in the correct 
order using numbers 1-3, so we also work on the order of sentences in a 
table. 

• Recently children who are targeted to be working above the year 1 
curriculum by the end of the year have been challenged to spot the mistakes 
in a sequence, and to try and explain what mistake has been made. 



Example questions

• What happens first in the story? 

• Use three sentences to describe the beginning, middle and end of this 
text?

• You’ve got ‘x’ words; sum up this story. 

• Sort these sentences/paragraphs/chapter headings from the story 

• Make a table/chart to show what happens in different parts of the 
story 

• Why does the main character do ‘x’ in the middle of the story? 

• How does the hero save the day in the story?



1d -inference



1d - inference

• Inference can sometimes be called the detective reading skill as it’s 
looking closely within the text to answer ‘why’ questions, or ‘how do 
we know that…’ questions.



Example questions

• What makes you think that? 

• Which words give you that impression? 

• How do you feel about…?

• Can you explain why…? 

• I wonder what the writer intended? 

• I wonder why the writer decided to…? 

• What do these words mean and why do you think the author chose 
them?



1e - prediction



1e - Predicting

• Stem sentences: I think that ….. because….

• I predict that …. because

• We have been trying to encourage the children to explain the 
reasoning behind their predictions as well as just making predictions. 



Example Questions

• Look at the cover/ title/first line/chapter headings…what do you think 
will happen next? How have the cover/title/first line/ chapter 
headings…helped you come up with this idea? 

• What do you think will happen to the goodie/ baddie/main 
character? Why do you think this? 

• What will happen next? Why do you think this? Are there any clues in 
the text?

• Can you think of another story, which has a similar theme; e.g. good 
over evil; weak over strong; wise over foolish? Do you think this story 
will go the same way?



Using the reading domains

We use the reading domains for both guided reading and when we 
hear the children read their reading books. They are also on each 
child’s target sheet. 

The reading domains also form a large part of the comprehension 
questions that we ask the children. Whatever our reading focus is for 
the week, the majority of the questions will support that reading skill. 

You’ll have a copy of the reading target sheets with the breakdown for 
each reading domain to take away with you. 



Over to you!

• There are some example questions for each reading domain for you 
to have a go at completing which have been linked back to our class 
text: The Way Back Home. 

• Have a go at answering the questions with your child. 




