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READING 
Keep your child reading over the holiday and 
avoid the phenomena of ‘summer slide’ 
during the break. This is a fall back in basic 
skills which impacts most on children who are 
already struggling.  

Take part in the amazing Summer Reading 
Challenge for children of all ages at local 
libraries – the theme this year is Space 
Chase. 

 
The nearest library is at the Avion Centre 

and opening hours can be found here: 
https://www.wolverhampton.gov.uk/libraries/f

ind-library 

Make sure your children read a range of texts 
e.g. fiction, magazines etc. and remember 
that reading aloud to them is fun and really 
supports progress. 

__________________________________  

Please read all the latest news from West 
Park, including: 

Page 2: dates, aftercare changes and staff 
news 

Page 3: attendance 

Page 5: Online Safety News 

Page 8: Maths News 

 
 

GREAT OUTCOMES FOR 

CHILDREN AT WEST PARK! 

Everyone in school is so proud of how well pupils 

have done this year; this is down to the hard work 

of staff, children and support from families. Our 

core aim is for all pupils to be the best they can 

be! 

Highlights 

 Fabulous outcomes in reading, writing 

and maths in y6 

 Outstanding proportion of children 

attaining highest standards in all 

subjects at the end of Key Stage 2 

including disadvantaged pupils – this 

has been one of our key aims this year 

 Best year 2 results in years, in 

particular for greater depth in maths 

 Phonics results continue to be fabulous 

and ahead of national 

 Excellent progress across Early Years, 

also with high proportion exceeding good 

level of development 

 Best ever attendance  

 Attained the Primary Science Quality 

Mark 

 ‘Outstanding’ work promoting pupils’ 

personal development and welfare 

 Awarded the 360 degree safe Online 

Safety Mark 

The full governing body met at school last week, 

and wanted to pass on congratulations to everyone 

involved, and also to wish all the year 6 pupils good 

luck as they move to their new schools.  

 

 
 

West Park Post 

https://www.wolverhampton.gov.uk/libraries/find-library
https://www.wolverhampton.gov.uk/libraries/find-library
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Important dates for the diary 

School closes at 3.05pm on 19th July 2019 

Autumn term starts on Tuesday 3rd 

September  

School is closed for staff training next term on 

2.09.19, 9.09.19 and 25.10.19 

There is NO aftercare on 4.09.19 due to 

safeguarding training for all staff 

Please look at the school website and Twitter feed 

for other information, including the class pages and 

newsletter for dates specific to each year group. 

 

CHANGES TO AFTERCARE 

Next term, aftercare will be open until 

4.15pm each day for a cost of £3 per child.  

The reason for the change is because of the 

amount of money that school has to subsidise 

this facility; governors have decided that this 

is no longer sustainable as school budgets get 

tighter. 

This will be reviewed at the end of the 

autumn term. 

Gloucester Street Community Centre does run 

an afterschool facility and picks up from the 

school; it is open until 6pm at a cost of £10 a 

session. 

BREAKFAST CLUB 

School will continue to run a free Magic Breakfast 

each morning from 8am in the main hall. Pupils 

from reception to year 6 are admitted until 

8,20am – after this time children will have to 

wait on the school yard for the morning bell. 

Bagels are also provided in the classrooms so no 

one starts the day hungry! 

 

STAFFING NEWS 

Mrs Ratcliffe is retiring as a class teacher, MFL and 
RE subject leader after working at the school for 19 
years; we wish her all the very best for a happy and 
healthy retirement. Don’t be surprised to see her 
back next year to cover classes   

Mr Lewis has left the school. Mrs Siedlecka is leaving 
to train as a secondary school geography teacher – 
we wish her all the best! Mrs Martin-Shaw is leaving. 
Thank you to all for supporting children at West 
Park to be the best they can be! 

New staff are joining the school to work as teaching 
assistants; Mrs Rainey, Mrs Kainth and Miss Trickett. 

 

SCHOOL COUNCIL NEWS 

 
 

Mrs Ratcliffe has organised the School 
Council this year; this term £45 was raised 
for Soccer Aid. She would like to thank the 
councillors for being part of an excellent 
school council.  

She said: ‘They have been wholeheartedly 
committed to representing their classes and our 
school.’ 

‘Positive role models’ 

‘Their communication skills have been brilliant and 
they have been full of excellent ideas which they 
have executed with efficiency and enthusiasm. It 
has been a pleasure to work alongside such 
positive role models in our wonderful school 
community.’ 
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I have just prepared over 100 certificates for children who have been 

here all this term and 18 for children who have not had any time off at all this year!  Well done!!  If 

you don’t get one this term try and be here every day and get one next term. We will also have our 

usual termly prize raffle on the last day – to be entered you must be here at least 97% of the time 

and be on time! Great prizes for the winner from each class and their family. 

 
 

 

Here is a summary of attendance this year: 

  
 

 

Well done to Year 4 & Year 5 for topping the attendance charts for this year!  A big well done to 
Years 3RD for also getting over 97% attendance.   This is fabulous news! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A few things to remember: 

o If your child is unwell and not coming to school then you must ring (558238) before 9am to let us know 
why they will not be in, otherwise you could have a home visit from school staff, our Education Welfare 
Officer or even the police if we are worried about your child’s safety. 

o When your child started school you signed an agreement that you would ensure good attendance. 
o We do give medicine in school if arranged by an adult at the office. 
o Leave of Absence will only be authorised in exceptional circumstances (never for a holiday or if not 

requested 4 weeks before the leave is taken) and unauthorised absence may incur a fine from the Local 
Authority. 

 

Class % attendance  

YRBC 96.2% 
 

Y1 95.8% 
 

Y2FP 96.2% 
 

Y2PJ 96.8% 
 

Y3SA 96.1% 
 

Y3RD 97.1% 
 

Y4 97.4% 
 

Y5 97.4% 
 

Y6 96.7% 
 

School 
total 

96.94%  

Target for school 
is 97%  

Attendance news 

Fabulous rise in attendance rates this year.  

  We have been over our attendance 

target of 97% for 18 weeks this year. This is 

brilliant and better than we have previously 

recorded.  Well done everyone. This increase 

needs to continue as the first step towards 

making progress and learning is to be in 

school regularly.   
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Meet Your Future Classmate at The Way Youth Zone 

Attention Year 6 leavers! 

Looking to meet new friends, do team building work and settle your nerves 
about starting at your next school? The Way is hosting events from 4pm to 
5.30pm for a cost of 50p. Children can then stay until 8pm and enjoy all the 
other activities including dance, boxing, rock climbing and many more. See 
the dates below and find out when your next school’s meet event is… 

 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

Tab’s Kitchen 

The Tabernacle Baptist Church in Dunstall Road is providing a free weekly meal for children 

accompanied by their parents or carers. This is every Wednesday from 24th July to 28th August, 

12-1pm. For more information ring 01902 428962 or email hello@tab.church 

Homework 

School is not buying Bug Club for online reading next year; please encourage a wide range of 

reading and use the local library! Teachers are not expected to set homework on sheets for 

the holidays, but may instead promote different fun or research activities! Year 5 do have 

a booklet to promote year 6 readiness so please support your child with that. 

Have a happy summer and see you next term! 

mailto:hello@tab.church
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West Park Primary School receives award for Online Safety 

 

An Assessor from the South West Grid for Learning recently visited West Park Primary School to review the school’s online 

safety provision. The Assessor met school staff, parents and carers, governors and pupils and was pleased to find that the 

school provides a high level of protection for users of digital technologies.  

 

To apply for the 360 degree safe Online Safety Mark, schools have to reach a series of benchmark levels when they 

complete the online self-review. The evidence is then verified by a visit from experienced assessors.  

 

Schools are expected to show that they have provided a high standard of online safety education and awareness for all staff, 

pupils and also for parents and carers, to ensure that these users of digital technologies can be safe online – whether they 

are in school, in their homes or out and about using mobile devices.   

 

Following their visit the assessor reported that:  

 

There is a whole school ethos about online safety; through discussion, it is evident that stakeholders are engaged 

with all school staff, parents and governors understanding the importance of online safety. The school works hard to 

ensure the children have a full understanding. 

 

Children have an excellent understanding of online safety and the digital ambassador’s programme is well developed. 

Children are confident in discussing online safety and are aware of what to do if an incident happens. Parents and 

children see the school as a safe place to discuss their concerns. 

 

Ron Richards, Lead Assessor for the 360 degree safe Online Safety Mark congratulated the school on its success and 

commented that it was re-assuring to know that the school had put a lot of thought and effort into improving the online safety 

of the staff and young people, by addressing these important safeguarding issues. 

Online Safety News 

July 2019- Parents/Carers 
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Challenge yourselves to an online safety quiz! 

Digital Ambassadors and the School Council have created a quiz to test your online 

safety knowledge- this is on Kahoot, a free online App.  Kahoot is easy to download on 

all devices.  Just Google Kahoot or go on App Store and download it from there on 

your mobiles, tablets or laptops/computers.   The instructions are simple to follow.  

Once downloaded, you will be asked for a name- put in initial ans year group of your 

child.  You will also need to enter this code 0932390 And you are ready to go.   

This is a family quiz.  All top scorers names will be entered in a prize draw to win a £10 

voucher in the new academic year - September 2019.  You have to be in it, to win it! 

WEST PARK PRIMARY - INTRENET SAFTY RULES 

Children across the school have had an input in creating our Internet Rules.  We use these in class all the time so 

children know are always thinking about staying safe online and using the internet responsibly.   Please use these 

rules when your child is using the Internet at home.   
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Our Digital Ambassadors and School Council members have worked together to produce a child’s version of our online 

safety policy.  This captures all the important messages we share with our children at West Park to make sure they 

are happy and safe when engaging with the online world. Read through it with your child/ren so they know the 

messages are for both in and out of school. 
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Maths News July 2019 
Parents/ carers 

A Mastery approach to Maths – news from Mrs Kabil 

This year, we have been part of the Mastery Readiness Programme which will continue into next 
year where we will be continuing the journey of the mastery approach in maths.  I as the Maths lead 
will be training with the NCETM (National Centre for Excellence in the Teaching of Mathematics) in 
becoming a mastery specialist - an exciting time ahead for both the school and myself.   

As you know, at West Park Primary School we have high expectations for every child. Teaching for 
mastery in Maths is essentially the expectation that all pupils will gain a deep understanding of the 
maths they are learning. For understanding in Maths to be secure, learning needs to be built on 
solid foundations.  This is not going to be radical for the school as our approach has been very 
much in line with the mastery approach. 

A mastery approach to the curriculum means pupils spend far longer on fewer key mathematical 
concepts whilst working at greater depth. Long term gaps in learning are prevented through speedy 
teacher intervention and those children who grasp the concepts more quickly are given 
opportunities to deepen their knowledge and improve their reasoning skills rather than accelerating 
on to new curriculum content. 

Problem solving is central and opportunities are given for pupils to calculate with confidence, 
ensuring an understanding of why it works so that pupils understand what they are doing rather than 
just learning to repeat routines without grasping what is happening. 

Teaching for Mastery Means  

 • High expectations for every child  

• Fewer topics covered in greater depth  

• Number sense and place value come first  

• Problem solving is central  

• Challenge is provided through an increased depth, rather than acceleration of 

content 

No doubt, you can see from our approach and pupil outcomes that we are always thinking about 
how we can make learning even better for our children.   

 
 



Respect – Aspiration – Resilience - Integrity              Newsletter Summer 2 2019  
 

 

 

West Park Primary School 01902 558238 Headteacher Briony Jones Page 9 
 
 

 

Times tables help for KS2 
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Resource to help you  
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Activities to do with KS1 children  
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Use the 100 square to fill in the missing numbers in the squares below.  What do 

you notice is happening in each square?   

   

  

 


